
RISINGAPECOLLECTIVE 

A writer’s style guide. 

“The more you leave out, the more you highlight what you leave in” 

― Henry Green 

 
A brief reference for writers at the Rising Ape Collective. For the most part, we love an individual 

and unique writing style but a sense of cohesion between articles and writers gives an aurora 

of professionalism and prestige. For general grammar and spelling matters that are not 

answered here, please refer to the Guardian style guide. For scientific queries not answered 

here, please refer to the McGraw-Hill Style Manual, a concise guide for writers and editors. The 

use of apostrophes and commas are outlined further down. 

 

1. Always begin your work with a reference to yourself and a link to your own website if 

you have one. Eg By Alex Hale from the Rising Ape Collective. 

 

2. Unless pertinent to the content of the article, all text must be black, WordPress 

‘paragraph’ style, and justified. 

 

3. The Oxford comma should be used where appropriate to help readability. Simple lists 

(he studies biology, chemistry and physics) do not need one but more complex lists (he 

ate cereal, kippers, bacon, eggs, toast and marmalade, and tea) require one.  

 

4. Latin genus and species names should be italicised with the first word capitalised and 

subsequent words lower cased. Eg Passer domesticus niloticus. 

 

5. Chemical symbols begin with a capital letter (Li) but chemical names do not (lithium). 

Other common nouns also do not require a capital letter. 

 

6. Use all capitals if an abbreviation is pronounced as the individual letters (an initialism): 

BBC, CEO, US, etc; if it is an acronym (pronounced as a word) spell out with initial 

capital, eg Nasa, Nato, Unicef, unless it can be considered to have entered the language 

as an everyday word, such as awol, asbo and pin number. 

If an abbreviation or acronym is to be used more than once in a piece, put it in brackets 

at first mention. Eg Seasonal affective disorder (Sad). 

 

7. All images used must be free to use under creative commons (CC) and a reference to 

the owner of the image in the caption. The Rising Ape team are happy to advise on where 

to obtain these images. 

 

8. Wrap text around images where possible. Where this is not possible, centre align. 

 

9. Featured images should be cropped to a ratio of 3:1 (width:height). 

 

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/guardian-observer-style-guide-a
http://www.rising-ape.com/


Apostrophes used to indicate a missing letter or letters (can't, we'd) or a possessive (David's 

book). 

 

Don't let anyone tell you that apostrophes don't matter and we would be better off without 

them. Consider these four phrases, each of which means something different: 

my sister's friend's books (refers to one sister and her friend). 

my sister's friends' books (one sister with lots of friends). 

my sisters' friend's books (more than one sister, and their friend). 

my sisters' friends' books (more than one sister, and their friends). 

 

The possessive in words and names ending in S normally takes an apostrophe followed by a 

second S (Jones's, James's), but be guided by pronunciation and use the plural apostrophe 

where it helps: Mephistopheles', Waters', Hedges' rather than Mephistopheles's, Waters's, 

Hedges's. Furthermore, classical names shouldn't include a second S, whereas contemporary 

name should: James's book on Socrates' ethics. 

 

Plural nouns that do not end in S take an apostrophe and S in the possessive: children's games, 

old folk's home, people's republic, etc. Phrases such as butcher's knife, collector's item, cow's 

milk, goat's cheese, pig's blood, hangman's noose, writer's cramp, etc are treated as singular. 

 

Use apostrophes in phrases such as two days' time, 12 years' imprisonment and six weeks' 

holiday, where the time period (two days) modifies a noun (time), but not in nine months 

pregnant or three weeks old, where the time period is adverbial (modifying an adjective such 

as pregnant or old) – if in doubt, test with a singular such as one day's time, one month 

pregnant. 

 

Some shops use an apostrophe, wrongly, to indicate a plural ("pea's"), but will generally omit 

the apostrophe when one is actually required ("new seasons asparagus"), a phenomenon 

sometimes referred to as the greengrocer's (or grocer's) apostrophe. Try to avoid this. 

 

 

 

Comma Use a comma to help the reader by inserting breathing space into a sentence: "When 

the Dutch reflect on their performance in the World Cup final, they will not find it hard to see 

why their aggressive tactics lost them many friends in 2010." 

 

"The editor, Alan Rusbridger, is a man of great vision" – commas if there is only one editor. 

 

"The subeditor Amelia Hodsdon is all style and no substance" – no commas if there is more 

than one subeditor. 

 

A comma is also crucial to avoid ambiguity in examples such as this: "Part of the report will 

heavily criticise a so-called power culture among the Dublin bishops who have been accused of 

not taking the allegations seriously." We should have inserted a comma after "bishops" to make 

clear that all the Dublin bishops have been accused; as published, the sentence implies that 

only some of the bishops have. 

 


